THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
place then: unhampered by the virtuous discipline of
organized games, the boys spent their leisure rabbit-
snaring, attending dog fights, stuffing at the pastry
cooks when they were small, and getting tipsy on beer
when they were bigger; while after Peniston had left
he would come down and take one of his brothers
over to Ascot for a week's racing. In between whiles
came holidays; riding and shooting and theatricals,
and now and again a visit to the professional play-
house. Itwasaveryplcasantlifc. But Lady Melbourne
did more than just amuse her children. In the most
hectic whirl of her social engagements, she found time
to exert a persistent and purposeful influence on them.
Her great carriage was always carrying her down to
Eton: where, with characteristic efficiency, she com-
bined her visit with a dinner to die Prince of Wales,
if he happened to be at Windsor.   Sedulously she
studied her children's characters, promoted their
tastes, encouraged their ambitions.   She read with
them, wrote to them, she talked things over with them
with a light and artful frankness that kept them always
at their ease. Her diligence met with its reward. They
had a profound respect for her judgment, and they
were devoted to her. Further, they were devoted to
each other. By the time they were grown up Lady
Melbourne had contrived to weld them together
into that strongest of social units, a compact family
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